Binding
Bringing it all together




PO’s book binding division, one of the

largest and most varied of its kind in

the world, is an essential adjunct to
the printing operation. Without some means of
preserving the correct order of pages, printing
loses a primary element of its importance —
the ability to transmit complex ideas in a fixed,
repeatable form. GPO’s Bindery has brought
together many millions of printed sheets into
useful, and often beautiful, units.

A large percentage of GPO’s original 350 employees
were Bindery workers, and throughout its history,
GPO’s bindery has produced a wider variety of
products, from folded, single leaf pamphlets to
elaborate leather-bound volumes, than any other
commercial binding concern. Virtually every type
and style of binding in common use has been

produced by GPO binders, ranging from work done
entirely by hand by skilled craftspeople to highly
mechanized processes producing thousands of
identical pieces.

Besides producing a multitude of books, pamphlets,
folders, binders, and tablets, the Bindery also
produces decorative marbled paper for its own use,
performs a wide variety of cutting and trimming of
paper, and prepares and packs finished products for
shipment.

From high quality cloth-covered hardbound books
to fine leatherbound volumes, from single section
pamphlets to spiral-bound training manuals, and
from sewn bindings with paper covers to ruled
paper and record books, the Bindery is one of
GPO’s most distinctive and multi-talented divisions.
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In this photo from the 1930s, bookbinders in the Library Binding Section are taking sewn blocks of pages through the series of steps known as fowarding, in which
the block is secured between cloth or leather covers and made ready to be stamped with titles and decorative rules or devices. The number of skilled workers here is
impressive — there are 50 or more visible in this one section of the Bindery alone.
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Machines that fabricate a cloth-covered board
case came into wide use around the turn of the
20th century. Here four bookbinders operate
casemaking machines in the1940s.
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232

Bookbinders use stamping tools to apply gold lettering and decoration to spines and covers, the step known as finishing, in this photo from the 1930s.
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Books being taken off a perfect binder, a
production line that produced a paperback
book with a glued spine. Perfect bindings were
invented in the 1920s and GPO was producing
many thousands of the inexpensive books and
pamphlets per year by the time of this photo in
the 1940s.
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Bookbinders during the 1940s securing prepared text blocks in cloth-covered cases, or “casing-in.”
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In an era before typewriters or computers, a significant amount of Government record-keeping used bound ledger books and other types of ruled pages. Ruling,

done by these machines, circa 1910, was the application of lines using water-based inks. These machines are pen-ruling machines: sheets of paper were fed onto a
moving blanket, each held in place by the cords visible in the photo. Pen nibs fed by ink reservoirs were positioned above the paper. After passing under the pens, the
paper was carried onto another blanket underneath the machine to dry, before being delivered to a pile at the end. Ruled pads and record books, as well as writing
paper, were significant GPO products well into the 20th century.
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